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Mayor’s Message
Dear Neighbors,

Fall is upon us, rung in by the 
Friends of Parks and Recreation-
sponsored, rather watery Fall Fes-
tival, and the less soggy Bagpipes 
and Bonfire celebration sponsored 
by Lake Forest Open Lands.  In 

spite of the weather, all who attended had great fun.  

We also enjoyed the new for 2019 annual Lake Forest “Then 
& Now” Auto Show at the Telegraph Road Train Station. This 
event was sponsored by the Lake Forest Lake Bluff Chamber 
of Commerce.  We had a cool but dry fall day, with over a 
hundred rare and interesting automobiles, and hundreds of 
visitors.  It was a huge success, and I’m sure it will be even big-
ger next year!  These three signature community events are 
privately sponsored, with just a bit of support from the City.  
They are wonderful examples of the extraordinary spirit of 
community and philanthropy that Lake Foresters share.  

I’ve commented before that Lake Forest is a City of many trea-
sures.  Most of these treasures, save for the natural beauty of 
the place, have been created and sustained by the generous 
philanthropy of all who live here.  The Beach, Gorton, Dick-
inson Hall, Ragdale, Stirling Hall, Lake Forest Symphony, the 
Library, Northwestern Lake Forest Hospital, Elawa Farm, the 
Wildlife Discovery Center, the History Center, Forest Park, Mar-
ket Square, Lake Forest Open Lands, and the newly opened 
Hughes Gateway to our beach were all funded either totally 
privately, or through Public/Private Partnerships.  As Bishop 
George Rassas, the long serving former Pastor of St. May’s Par-
ish, is fond of saying: “We are blessed, and we are generous.”

For those of us lucky enough to reside here, the extra few  
minutes it takes to get to and from Chicago is well worth it.  
And we have faster access to O’Hare Airport than just about 
any other North Shore town.  Despite all that Lake Forest has 
to offer, we all are aware of the soft Lake Forest real estate 
market.  While not unique to Lake Forest, it is of course con-
cerning.  The City continues to endorse the “Welcome Home” 
initiative, which has been well-received in the community and 
beyond.  But, promoting the benefits of Lake Forest is some-
thing we all can do.  I would encourage those of you who are 
active on social media (Instagram, Facebook, and the like) to 
consider sharing the unique and special features of Lake For-
est through those avenues.  I recently learned of one member 
of our community who reportedly has 50,000 Instagram fol-
lowers!  We should all help promote our town, and your posts 

may find their way to future home buyers and residents of 
Lake Forest.    I’d also encourage you to follow and engage 
with the City’s Instagram account (“@cityoflakeforestil,” 
https://www.instagram.com/cityoflakeforestil) and Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/CityofLakeForestIL) to stay 
up to date on City issues and also continue to spread the 
word about our special community.

The Holidays are here!  Please plan to attend the annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony with your family on the day after Thanks-
giving – Friday, November 29th. This is another signature 
Lake Forest event sponsored by the Friends of Parks and 
Recreation. And go see Elf, It’s a Wonderful Life, Home Alone 
and a host of other holiday classics at Gorton in the ensu-
ing weeks.  If you haven’t seen a film at the state-of-the-art 
John and Nancy Hughes Theater at Gorton, you are missing 
a real treat.  Finally, be sure to shop Lake Forest this Holiday 
season.  Many of our local retailers have their own online 
presence.  Go to their web sites and skip the Amazon middle-
man!

Have a wonderful end of fall and a joyous Holiday season.

Hughes Gateway
               Thank You!

Thanks to all who attended the September opening of the 
Hughes Gateway to the beach.  There have been questions 
about whether or not it is still possible to make a tax-deduct-
ible contribution to the project, and the answer is YES!

Donations may be made before December 31, 2019, and 
donors giving $1,000 and more will be acknowledged on a 
plaque near the base of the north road at the beach.

To make a contribution, please contact Sally Swarthout at 
847.810.3942 or swarthos@cityoflakeforest.com.  
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City Council Meetings
At its meeting on August 5, the City Council approved design 
service agreements for the Deerpath Streetscape Project 
Phase One Design.  Exciting news!  The project is expected 
to be partially grant-funded, thanks to the good work of the 
Civic Beautification Committee, comprised of community 
volunteers, Aldermen and City Staff.

City Council meetings are typically held on the first and third 
Mondays of the month, except for August and December, 
when they are held on the first Mondays only.  There are 
two Capital Operating Budget workshop meetings and two 
City Council workshop meetings per year.

To view agendas, minutes and videos of meetings, visit 
cityoflakeforest.com and click on the Quick Links menu at 
the top of the home page or search for “Agendas and Min-
utes” on your device.  
 
The Mayor and City Council welcome public participation, 
as informed citizens are the best means of ensuring good 
government.  All City Council regular meetings may be 
livestreamed from cityoflakeforest.com or viewed on the 
City’s YouTube channel, EnjoyLakeForest. 

Thinking Local
Commercial Development 
Updates
Westwood Square, the commercial development located 
on the southwest corner of Western Avenue and Woodland 
Road, is receiving an extensive facelift.  The refreshed com-
mercial center has already attracted a new sushi restaurant, 
Kuro, and an ice cream shop, the Peanut Gallery.  

Existing businesses including the dry cleaners, foot spa 
and barber shop will remain at the site in upgraded tenant 
spaces.  The Western Avenue street frontage will be ener-
gized with the recently approved Scouts family restaurant.  
Revitalization of this commercial development comes just 
in time to provide food, fun and services not only to all Lake 
Foresters, but also to residents of the new developments in 
the area.

Hyatt Place Hotel site work is anticipated to get under-
way before the end of the year for the new hotel in Conway 
Park adjacent to the Tollway.  Hyatt Place will be a welcome 
amenity in the office park with 159 rooms, a bar and restau-
rant, meeting rooms and a fitness center.  It is slated to open 
in 2021.    
	
Southeast Corner - Waukegan/Everett Roads: 
Redevelopment of this site is in the planning stages.  Al-
though the City has not yet received plans for review, the 
property owner has indicated that office and small scale 
retail uses are planned for the site.  The existing building will 
be demolished in the near future. 

Comprehensive Plan: The City Council recently ap-
proved an update to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan for 
the Waukegan Road/Settlers’ Square Business District and 
surrounding area.  Mixed use developments, increased 
residential densities, improved pedestrian connections and 
community events are the key themes supported by the 
update.  Work is underway on an update to the section of 
the Comprehensive Plan as it relates to the Route 60 Corri-
dor area.  In 2020, the focus will shift to the Central Business 
District and Housing sections of the plan.    
           
For more information on development activity or to be 
included on the interested parties list for specific projects or 
initiatives, please contact Catherine Czerniak in the Commu-
nity Development Department at czerniac@cityoflakeforest.
com or 847.810.3504.  

Deerpath Streetscape 
Open House
There was a great turnout at the meeting on October 1!  The 
City entertained many constructive comments and ideas 
shared that will be reviewed and considered for the project 
area.  You may view the presentation and proposed ideas 
under “News” at cityoflakeforest.com.  If you would like to 
provide input, please contact Jim Lockefeer at 847.810.3543 
or lockefej@cityoflakeforest.com. 
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In March of 2020, households across the U.S. will receive 
an invitation to respond to the 2020 Census.  Every house-
hold will have the option of responding online, by mail, 
or by phone.   It is important to our community that Lake 
Forest obtains a full and complete Census count.  

The distribution of more than $675 billion in federal funds, 
grants and support to states, counties and communities 
are based on census data.  Grant dollars help to support 
infrastructure projects like roads, sewers and sidewalks; 
community amenities including bicycle paths, and pro-
grams which provide funding to support housing at mod-
erate and more affordable prices.    

“The City of Lake Forest has a fairly successful track record 
as a recipient of federal and state grant-funded initiatives 
and projects.  Our success is directly linked to gathering 
this data,” comments Mayor Pandaleon.

The results of the 2020 Census will be used to evaluate 
and, as determined to be appropriate, redraw the bound-
aries of the congressional and state legislative districts and 
locally, to adjust ward boundaries to account for popula-
tion shifts.

The Census Bureau does not publicly release your respons-
es in any way that could identify you or your household.  
By law, your responses cannot be used against you and can 
only be used to produce statistics.  Please participate!  

Call 211 to get connected to 
social services.  As of Septem-
ber 24, anyone in Lake County 
who needs help finding health 
and human services can call 
211 and get quickly connected 
to available resources.  The 
211 service, provided by United Way of Lake County, is a free, 
confidential information and referral helpline that will enable 
Lake County residents to get the help they need 24 hours a 
day, regardless of the language they speak or where they live.

When you call 211 or text your zip code to 898211 from any-
where in Lake County, you will be connected to an expert navi-
gator who will guide you to critical health and human services, 
including counseling, housing and shelter, food programs, 
healthcare and mental health services, addiction and problem 
gambling support, transportation, and much more.

The Lake County Board contributed a portion of the funding 
for the new 211 program, allocating $80,000 in video gaming 
revenue, which is generated from video gaming in the unincor-
porated areas.  

Gift Policy Reminder
Please be reminded that City policy 
prohibits its employees, including refuse 
and recycling collectors, from accepting 
gifts (including cash).  If you would like 

to thank an employee, please send a card or letter, which can 
be placed in the personnel file or make a donation to charity in 
the name of the employee, department or City of Lake For-
est.  Often residents  bring acceptable gifts, such as cookies or 
candy, to City buildings.  Thank you for these goodies, which 
can be shared by all who work throughout the year to provide 
excellent City services. 

Christmas Tree 
Recycling
During January, Christmas trees will be 
picked up on regularly scheduled recy-
cling days at the curb.  To be collected, 
trees must be free of all lights and orna-
ments and should be cut into six-foot 
lengths.  Trees in plastic bags will not be 
collected.
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A New Approach to Funding 
City Pension Obligations
It is highly unlikely that any resident of Illinois is not well 
aware of the pension obligations impacting State, county 
and municipal budgets.  State mandated benefits, lower 
than anticipated investment returns, longer life expectan-
cies and unsustainable funding approaches have created 
a “perfect storm” – so that long-term pension obligations 
that even fiscally-sound communities such as Lake Forest 
are finding it increasingly difficult to fund.

The City’s employees are covered by one of three pension 
plans.  The Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) cov-
ers non-public safety employees and is administered on a 
State-wide basis by an independent board separate from 
the State of Illinois.  Each participating entity is accounted 
for independently and each employer pays its own contri-
bution rate based on an independent actuarial valuation.  
IMRF is well funded, stable and highly regarded.  

(continued on page 14)

Capital Improvement Projects/
Budget Process Part 1
The City’s annual budget process commences in late sum-
mer and concludes each April.  This City-wide initiative is 
one of the most important tasks the City Council and Staff 
undertake each year, as it determines the level of services 
and identifies the special projects to be undertaken in the 
coming year.  To ensure a proactive approach to managing 
the City’s financial resources, long term forecasting of both 
revenues and expenditures is an integral component of the 
budget development process.

The City’s fiscal year runs May 1 to April 30.  In late summer 
and fall, Staff develops revenue estimates for the coming 
year by reviewing the annual fee schedule for revisions, 
developing the property tax levy for City Council discus-
sion and forecasting revenues for the next five years.  The 
City Council adopts the property tax levy ordinance and fee 
schedule at its meeting in December.

Development of the City’s Five Year Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP) occurs simultaneously with the revenue and 
fee development.  Capital expenses are typically more than 
$25,000 and include the maintenance and/or construction 
of City assets.  Typical capital expenses include City facil-
ity (buildings) improvements/replacement (roofs, floors), 
capital equipment (vehicles, technology and machinery) and 
maintenance of the City’s infrastructure (streets, sidewalks, 
bridges, sanitary and storm sewers, water mains).  Many of 
these expenses require annual funding allocations simply 
to maintain the capital asset inventory.  Other one-time 
expenses that may arise out of necessity (North Beach 
Access Road bluff repair, Forest Hill storm sewer upgrade) 
are appropriately funded from one-time revenues that may 
include debt financing and/or private funding.  In addition, 
the City actively pursues grant funding for eligible projects 
to reduce the cost to taxpayers.

With far more capital needs than available resources, critical 
decisions must be made to prioritize the capital expenses 
scheduled in any given year.  The City utilizes a scoresheet 
using City Council-approved criteria to prioritize capital 
funding requests.  Target budget allocations are identified 
to ensure that funding is available for all categories of as-
sets.  Projects that are rated as “high priority”, which cannot 
be funded from the CIP targets, are reviewed by the City 
Council at a November budget workshop to consider alter-
native financing sources.  The City strives to have the capital 
budget for the upcoming year determined no later than the 
January Finance Committee meeting to allow City staff the 

ability to seek bids in late winter/early spring and be ready to 
begin construction work as soon as weather allows.

The next edition of the Dialogue will cover the approach to 
developing the operating expenditures budget for the com-
ing year, “Part 2”.  The proposed operating budget is consid-
ered by the City Council at its second budget workshop in 
March.
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LFPD Holiday Tips
Package Theft Prevention

As the holiday season approaches, it is a good time to 
continue the conversation about package theft. Al-
though packages are stolen from front porches through-
out the year, there is an uptick in the crime around the 
months leading to Christmas. As more consumers utilize 
online shopping and have gifts shipped to their homes, 
thieves will have more opportunity to steal packages 
from front doors. 

The crime is very simple and can be performed in a 
rapid few seconds. While some thieves may follow de-
livery trucks on their routes, most often package thieves 
randomly drive around residential neighborhoods look-
ing for packages left at the front door. 

Although modern technology, like security cameras and 
video doorbells, increases the odds of apprehending 
package thieves, the Lake Forest Police Department 
encourages everyone to prevent the theft in the first 
place. 

There are several tips citizens can follow to reduce the 
chances of losing their packages to a criminal looking 
for a quick score:

• Sign up for delivery notifications. You can receive
notifications by text, email, or phone.

• Don’t leave delivered mail or packages unattended.
• Ask for a tracking number. This number allows you

to track your package, gives you a delivery time
window.

• Consider using an alternate shipping address.
• Arrange to have a neighbor or friend who is home

during the day receive the package.
• Have the package delivered to your work address if

that is a possibility

• Ask to have your package delivered to a retail store so
you can pick it up at your convenience.

• Have the package held for pick up at the Post Office, if
the package is sent through the mail

• Try to customize the delivery. Many delivery companies
allow customers to specify the rear door, or back porch
as a place to safely leave their packages.

• Have a storage box where deliveries can be placed and
the box locked until you arrive home.

• Request a signature be required so that the package is
delivered to a person and not left unattended.

• If you are out of town for a length of time, use the
USPS Hold Mail service and have a friend or neighbor
check your house daily for any package deliveries you
might have forgotten.

If you are aware that a package was stolen, please re-
port it to the Lake Forest Police Department by calling 
847.234.2601.

Vacation Watch

Flying south for the winter or just taking a well-deserved 
vacation? Please remember that homeowners may notify 
the Police Department when their home will be vacant for 
an extended period of time (5 days or more) due to vaca-
tion or other circumstances. Simply go to lakeforestpolice.
com, download the Vacation Watch Form (located in the 
documents section on the page), complete and send the 
form to the Police Department. Or you can call the non-
emergency number 847.234.2601 to speak with the Police 
Records section. Be prepared to give the following informa-
tion:
• Your name, address and telephone number
• Dates of departure and return
• What lights will be left on
• The name, address and telephone number of any

one who has a key for your house or who will be 
checking on your residence.

Family		 Education		 Tradition		 Philanthropy
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Residential Developments
Development, redevelopment and investment in our 
community continues.  Here are some highlights of 
recently completed, ongoing and upcoming development 
activity.

Kelmscott Park:  a new residential development
located on Western Avenue (north of Laurel Avenue) on 
the 10-acre former City Municipal Services site, is nearing 
completion.  Three apartment buildings with a total of 
110 rental units are complete and occupied, the first of 
two condominium buildings is complete with half of the 
units sold, and seven of the twelve single family homes 
are complete or under construction.

Westleigh Farms:  pictured below, a single family
residential subdivision located on the south side of Route 
60, west of Ridge Road, has experienced considerable ac-
tivity over the summer.  The common areas -  the private 
road, the resident lodge, maintenance building and plant-
ings in the central open area that overlooks the pond, are 
nearing completion.  Several homes in the development 
are completed and others are under construction. 

Willow Lake:  a town home development located
north of Route 60, off of Field Court, is nearly built out.  
There has been significant construction in this develop-
ment over the past year.  The floor plans of the units con-

tinue to be refined in response to the needs of today’s buyers.  

McKinley Road Condominiums:  construction of the
second building in the new development located on the east 
side of McKinley Road, across the street from the east side 
train station, is underway.  The first building, with eleven mar-
ket-rate and two affordable units, is completed and occupied.  
Consideration of the third and final phase of the project is in 
progress.  Like the Kelmscott Park development, this project 
brings increased density and housing options into the Central 
Business District. 

For more information on development activity or to be 
included on the interested parties list for specific projects or 
initiatives, please contact Catherine Czerniak in the Commu-
nity Development Department at czerniac@cityoflakeforest.
com or 847.810.3504.  

From the Fire Department
“Falling Back” and “Springing Ahead” time 
changes are good reminders to test detectors.  

The Lake Forest Fire Department recommends having smoke 
detectors on every floor of your home. On levels where there 
are bedrooms, there should be a smoke detector in every 
bedroom and in an area no further than 15 feet outside that 
room. 

Carbon monoxide (CO) detectors should also be installed on 
every floor and within 15 feet of sleeping areas (they do not 
have to be in every bedroom). Please contact your alarm com-
pany first if your home is monitored by an outside service.

Smoke CO 
Every Floor			  Yes		 Yes
Within 15’ of Bedrooms	 Yes		 Yes	
Every Bedroom			 Yes		 No	

The Fire Department will be hosting its popular Citizens Fire 
Academy this coming spring.  It will run on Tuesday evenings 
from April 7-May 19, 6-9 p.m. at the Public Safety Building, 
255 W. Deerpath.  Please contact Deputy Chief Kevin Cronin 
for more information at 847.810.3865 or 
cronink@cityoflake-forest.com.

Are you interested in learning CPR? Did you know that the 
Lake Forest Fire Department offers classes to our residents? 
Please contact Lt. Michael Mounts for more information at 
847.810.  3881 or mountsm@cityoflakeforest.com.
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Would you like the Fire Department to attend your special 
event?  Firefighters are happy to stop by your block party, give 
a presentation to a group, or host tours. If interested, please 
give Division Chief Mike Gallo at 847.810.3866 or gallom@
cityoflakeforest.com.

Holiday Collection Schedule
City offices will be closed on Monday, December 24 and Tuesday, 
December 25 for the Christmas Holiday.  There will be no refuse, 
recycling, or yard waste collection on Tuesday, December 25, and 
the following schedule will be in effect for the holiday week (De-
cember 24-28):

• Monday collection will remain the same
• Tuesday collection will be on Wednesday
• Thursday and Friday collections will remain the same

Also, City offices will be closed on Tuesday, January 1 for New 
Year’s Day, and there will be no refuse, recycling, or yard waste 
collection on that day.  The following schedule will be in effect for 
the holiday week (December 31 – January 4):

• Monday collection will remain the same
• Tuesday collection will be on Wednesday
• Thursday and Friday collections will remain the same

For further information on refuse collection services, or to report 
a missed collection, please call the Sanitation Section automated 
phone system at 847.615.4264.

When are My Pickup Days?
Go to https://www.cityoflakeforest.com/city-gov-
ernment/departments/public-works/sanitation/ 
and type in your address.

Refuse, Recycling & Compost 
Center 
Effective December 1, yard waste collections will reduce 
to once weekly and will take place on the same day as 
your recycling pickup.  Yard waste must be placed in 
biodegradable brown paper lawn and leaf bags.  A City 
of Lake Forest yard waste sticker must be affixed to each 
yard waste bag.  These stickers can be purchased at the 
Municipal Services Building (800 N. Field Drive), City Hall 
(220 E. Deerpath) and at various local businesses.  Please 
place all yard waste bags at the curb with the affixed 
yard waste sticker facing the street.  There cannot be any 
contaminants such as planter containers, dirt, sod, or 
refuse material mixed with the yard waste material.  All 
yard waste must be placed at the curb by 7 a.m. and may 
not be placed at the curb prior to 24 hours before the 
scheduled pickup.  Thank you!

During and after the holidays, please bag all loose wrap-
ping paper and packing peanuts to keep them from litter-
ing the neighborhood, and flatten cardboard boxes.  

Winter Hours at the Compost Center
Beginning December 1, operating hours at the Compost/
Recycling Center (located on the south side of Rte. 60 
west of Waukegan Road) will be open for resident use 
only on Saturdays from 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Residents may drop off yard waste, unwanted household 
items, metal cans, glass, plastics (#1-#7), newspapers, 
magazines, corrugated cardboard and office paper for 
recycling.  Unacceptable items include appliances with 
CFCs, asbestos, batteries, paints/chemicals, tires and 
food waste.

Did you know?  The City of Lake Forest has a Textile
and Shoe Recycling Program.  Please reference http://
swalco.org/189/Acceptable-Unacceptable-Items for a list 
of acceptable and unacceptable items. Also, please note 
that pairs of shoes should be attached to each other with 
shoe laces or rubber bands.

Residents using the site must display a current Lake For-
est vehicle sticker on their vehicle windshield.  Driver’s 
licenses will not be accepted as proof of residency.  No 
commercial contractor use of this facility is allowed.  For 
further information, please call the Sanitation Section at 
847.615.4264.
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Student Union Drop-In Hours:  M-F, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Middle School Youth Meetings (7th-8th grades):  
Tuesdays, 4 p.m. 
High School Youth Meetings:  Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

Volunteer Opportunities:
•	 Poinsettia Sales, October 16-November 20
•	 Poinsettia Pickup and Deliveries, December 6 & 7

To order poinsettias, please call 847.810.3980
by November 20!

Sign up for the CROYA monthly E-Newsletter by 
sending an e-mail to CROYA@cityoflakeforest.com.
Visit CROYA.com for all updated information.

Activator Music Academy 
Activator is the music school at the CROYA Student Union, 
offering any afford-
able music lessons to 
local youth and adults. 
Activator also operates 
the CROYA Recording 
Studio, CROYA Live 
Performance Venue, and CROYA’s annual music events like 
Battle of the Bands, Lake Forest Day Jam and Super Jam. 
For more information, contact Nick Cvijovic, Music Man-
ager through email:  activatoracademy@gmail.com  or call 
847.810.3988 (office), 847.322.8374 (cell).

100 E. Old Mill Road; 847.234.2209

Stop in for a tour of beautiful Dickinson Hall, pick up a 
membership application, and meet the welcoming staff and 
friendly members.   Winter may be on its way, but don’t stay 
home alone! Come in and sample the great parties, inter-
esting lectures, educational opportunities, creative outlets, 
fitness classes and fantastic excursions. You’ll see old friends 
here and make new ones. Dickinson Hall is the go-to place for 
support and advice for healthy, happy aging and is your local 
community center for ages 50+.

Reservations are required for all Dickinson Hall programs. 
Please check www.DickinsonHall.com for detailed informa-
tion and to view the bi-monthly NewsBrief, containing the full 
schedule of activities.

Social Services
Janet Fryer, Senior Advocate, is available Monday-Friday to 
support older adults in the community. There is no charge for 
her services. Janet can be reached directly at 847.810.4678.

On Our Own Group: If you are age 50+ and living alone, Janet 
offers a monthly opportunity to share the triumphs and chal-
lenges of life.

No longer driving? 
Eligible residents may request transportation from the Senior 
Car program. Friendly, professional drivers are available to 
drive in local area on weekdays from 8:45 a.m.-3 p.m. for 
appointments, errands and visits to Dickinson Hall. Rides are 
$3 each way, with a reduced fare of $2 for those who qualify 
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360 E Deerpath; 847.234.0636
To see all Library programs, visit lakeforestlibrary.org.

The Rise and Fall of Theranos and Elizabeth Holmes
Saturday, December 7, 10 a.m.
Dr. Leslie Goddard will give an illustrated lecture about 
the breath-taking rise and shocking collapse of Theranos, 
the multi-billion dollar blood testing company founded by 
Elizabeth Holmes.  The program will include an exploration 
of the research in John Carreyrou’s best-seller Bad Blood:  
Secrets and Lies in a Silicon Valley Startup.  Registration is 
requested.  

Mini Mindfulness for grades K-4+
Thursdays, 4-5 p.m. on December 12, January 30 and Febru-
ary 27.  Lani Gerszonovicz from Banner Day Camp will teach 
powerful, fun and engaging A-Z mindfulness strategies that 
can be practiced almost anytime and anywhere.  Registra-
tion is requested.

Commemorating 100 Years of Women’s Suffrage
Enjoy a series of events in January and February, including a 
living history portrayal of suffragist Alice Paul, a book discus-
sion of The Woman’s Hour:  The Great Fight to Win the Vote 
by Elaine Weiss, and a film series presented by the League 
of Women Voters-Lake Forest/Lake Bluff Area.  Event dates 
and details may be found at lakeforestlibrary.org/suffrage.  

Exam Escape for Grades 9-12
December 14-18.  Study in the new 
Teen Space at the Library.  Snacks 
provided!  Details and times at 
lakeforestlibrary.org/exam-escape.

Self Defense Class for Teens
Date TBD.  Learn strategies for 
personal safety including threat awareness concepts and 
realistic self defense techniques from the Lake Forest Police 
Department.  

for the Benefit Access Program. On Thursdays, Dickinson Hall 
offers rides to Jewel and Marianos. And, the senior bus now 
takes riders to different locations including Hawthorn Mall, 
Walmart and Target. Please call Tara Purtell, Transportation 
Coordinator at 847.234.2209 for further details.

Blind Date with a Book Returns for All Ages
January 14-February 14.  Discover a book you might never 
have picked out for yourself.  The librarians hand select 
high-quality books and audiobooks you may have missed 
and wrap them up as a surprise just for you.  Was your blind 
date book a match or a dud?  Let us know for a chance to 
win!  Stay tuned for details at lakeforestlibrary.org/blind-
date.

Library Closings
Tuesday, December 24
Wednesday, December 25
Tuesday, December 31 at 5 p.m.
Wednesday, January 1 

Lake 
Forest 
Cemetery
Annual Fall Clean-
up goes through 
November 30. All 
summer decora-

tions, pots and annuals are removed at this time. The Cem-
etery Staff asks that new decorations be limited during this 
time as they may be damaged by equipment or cause injury 
or damage to the equipment. If you have questions regard-
ing decoration guidelines or the fall clean-up season, please 
contact the Cemetery office at 847.615.4341. 

Holiday Decorations
Orders will be taken starting in November for evergreen 
grave blankets and wreaths to be placed at gravesites by 
Cemetery staff. These seasonal grave decorations are placed 
by the Cemetery staff around the second week of Decem-
ber and then removed in the spring. To place orders, please 
call the Cemetery office. 

Beautiful and Timeless
Lake Forest Cemetery, located at the north end of Lake 
Road, has a variety of ground burial and Memorial Wall 
spaces available for purchase. Listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, the Lake Forest Cemetery continues to 
offer a beautiful and dignified resting place for the residents 
of Lake Forest. Residents are encouraged to visit the cem-
etery to experience its beauty first-hand. To learn about the 
various interment options available and arrange a no-obli-
gation tour, contact the Cemetery office.

	 Family		                    Education		                         Tradition		                               Philanthropy
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(continued from page 5)

Police and Fire employees are covered by locally-managed 
pension funds, with approximately 650 police and fire pen-
sion funds throughout the State.  

Both the Lake Forest Police Pension Fund and the Lake For-
est Fire Pension Fund are governed by a separate Pension 
Board made up of five members – two active fund employ-
ees, one retiree and two Mayoral appointees (residents of 
Lake Forest).  The Pension Boards are tasked with adminis-
tration of pension benefits and investments.  Under State 
law, the City must fund an amount actuarially determined 
each year to fund the projected cost of the pension benefits 
not covered by active employee contributions and invest-
ment income.

The State has traditionally required that police and fire 
pension liabilities be funded by a date – once 2020, revised 
to 2033 and revised again to the current deadline of 2040.  
This arbitrary fixed funding date ignores the long-term 
nature of pension obligations and creates unrealistic funding 
requirements as the deadline approaches, so the State has 
twice extended the funding deadline.  

Recognizing that the current strategy under State Statutes 
is not fiscally sustainable and meaningful pension reform 
by the Legislature is unlikely, the City established a Pen-
sion Subcommittee of two City Council Members, the City 
Manager and the City’s Finance Director.  The Pension Sub-
committee was tasked with developing a new approach to 
funding the City’s public safety pension funding obligations.  

With the assistance of the City’s independent 
actuary and in consultation with the Police and 
Fire Pension Boards, a plan has been developed 
that will ensure Lake Forest can sustain these 
funding obligations over the long term.  

While the City is encouraged that the Governor has created 
a task force on pension funding, it will chart its own path 
rather than wait for the State to resolve the issue.  It should 
also be noted that recent recommendations to consolidate 
the police and fire pension funds for investment purposes 
only does nothing to resolve the State, Chicago and Cook 
County pension obligations.

Information on the City’s approach to funding pension 
obligations can be found on the City’s web site at www.
cityoflakeforest.com/city-government/departments/fi-

A Lake Forest Treasure:  1857 
Original Map Finds Safe Home
In 2014, the original 1857 Lake Forest map turned up in 
an old frame.  City and County records showed that it was 
replaced in 1895 by a new drafting by County surveyor James 
Anderson, Jr., son of a town founder.  The much-worn 1857 
original was released to the City, a relic of the town’s found-
ing to be displayed.  The frame dated from that period and it 
may have hung in 1899-completed City Hall until some point 
when it went into storage.  
 
Further study in 2018 by map expert and Lake Forest College 
alumnus George Ritzlin determined that the map itself is 
mid-19th century and that it is highly unlikely that any other 
copies survive of this first-generation surveyed version of this 
apparently largest (of that time) American railroad garden-
city suburban, artistic-layout plan.  
 
The map, worn out from use by 1895, was stabilized by 
Chicago conservators in 2014-15 and returned to the City, 
and again in its frame put on display in a City Hall confer-
ence room.  But the lines of the plan are already very faint, 
the exposure to light even there posed risk to this artifact of 
considerable not just local but national importance.  With no 
local suitable fire and theft secure location, also with strict 
temperature and humility control, the decision to transfer 
the map to Newberry Library will be determined.  There, the 
map collection with a center for cartography, was endowed 
by the late Lake Forest resident Hermon Dunlap Smith in the 
1960s, including many other local maps.
 
The Lake Forest Preservation Foundation will fund the cost to 
make copies suitable for display for both the City and for the 
History Center, employing the high-resolution scans created 
in 2015 by the conservators while the plan was out of its 
frame.

Pending City Council approval, the original 1857 Lake Forest 
Hotchkiss Plan will go to Chicago’s Newberry Library Map Col-
lection for Stewardship.  Copies of this treasured map will be 
made for local display.  

Contributed by resident, Historian and Archivist Arthur Miller           

nance/pensions.  Questions may be directed to Finance 
Director Elizabeth Holleb at hollebe@cityoflakeforest.com or 
847.810.3612.



15:  Gingerbread House Decorating Party at Gorton; 1-3 p.m.; 
gortoncenter.org.  
17:  “Fa-La-La Film Fest:  Elf” in the John & Nancy Hughes 
Theater at Gorton; 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.  A movie full of Yuletide 
Cheer, Elf is a spirited, good-natured family comedy featuring 
Will Ferrell’s charming performance as one of Santa’s biggest 
helpers; gortoncenter.org. 
20:  “Fa-La-La Film Fest:  It’s a Wonderful Life” in the John 
& Nancy Hughes Theater at Gorton; 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.  The 
holiday classic to define all holiday classics; you won’t want to 
miss it on the big screen!  Visit gortoncenter.org. 
27:  “Fa-La-La Film Fest:  Die Hard” in the John & Nancy 
Hughes Theater at Gorton; 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.  The many 
imitators and sequels of this movie have never come close to 
matching the taut thrills of the definitive holiday action classic; 
gortoncenter.org. 
28:  Warren Miller Entertainment, capturing winter sports 
in film since 1949, presents “Timeless” in the John & Nancy 
Hughes Theater at Gorton; 1 and 5 p.m.; gortoncenter.org. 

January
24 & 25:  “MountainFilm” in the John & Nancy Hughes The-
ater at Gorton; MountainFilm is a documentary film festival 
that showcases non-fiction stories about environmental, cul-
tural, political and social justice issues that matter.  Along with 
exceptional documentaries, the festival goes beyond the film 
medium by bringing together world-class athletes, change-
makers and visionary artists for a multi-dimensional celebra-
tion of indomitable spirit; gortoncenter.org.
31:  “Trivia Night”, 6:30 p.m. at the History Center of LFLB; 
This event sells out!  Register at lflbhistory.org.

February
1:  “Chicago Scots Burns Supper”, 7 p.m. at the History Center 
of LFLB; lflbhistory.org.
1:  “Griffin House” at Gorton; 8 p.m. in the John & Nancy 
Hughes Theater; enjoy this Gorton favorite Nashville-based 
singer/songwriter per-
form live; gortoncenter.
org. 
7-9:  Oscar Shorts 
Weekend in the John & 
Nancy Hughes Theater 
at Gorton; Animated and 
Live Action Shorts will be 
screened; gortoncenter.
org. 

Winter “is the time for comfort, for good 
food and warmth, for the touch of a friend-
ly hand and for a talk beside the fire; it is the 
time for home.”  -Edith Sitwell

Now and November
Ongoing “Studio 509 Second Saturday:  Share your 
holiday special” at the History Center of LFLB; bring in your 
favorite photos, share your favorite traditions; 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. at the History Center; lflbhistory.org.
Through January 31 “James L. Lockhart Nature Art          
Show & Sale”, in the Katherine Bell Hale Gallery at the His-
tory Center of LFLB; lflbhistory.org.
29 Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony in Market Square; fes-
tivities begin at 1 p.m. through 5 p.m. when the lights are 
set aglow; friendslfpr.org.

December
4: “Kids Only Holiday Shop” at Gorton; 2 p.m. is Sensory 
Shopping Hour, 3-6 p.m. is the Boutique.  Children aged 
4-10 get to shop without mom or dad.  Santa’s Helpers will 
escort your child throughout the boutique, visiting tables 
filled with items which are priced at $10 and lower (includ-
ing tax) from local vendors and talented artisans; gorton-
center.org.
5:  “First Thursdays:  Sundance Shorts Tour” at Gorton, 11 
a.m. and 7 p.m.; gortoncenter.org.  
6-8: Elawa Farm’s Holiday Market; 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; features 
unique holiday gift items, home-made Gingerbread Houses 
and more; elawafarm.org.
6:  “Justin Wade Tam & Angel Snow:  Unplugged” at Gor-
ton; 7:30 p.m. Doors Open, 8 p.m. Show.  Justin Wade Tam, 
lead singer of Humminghouse, pairs with Angel Snow for 
an amazing acoustic concert featuring folk and Americana 
music in the intimate Stuart Community Room; gortoncen-
ter.org. 
7:  PASTA Performs “‘Twas the Night Before Christmas - A 
Musical Holiday Play” at Gorton; 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. in the 
John & Nancy Hughes Theater; gortoncenter.org. 
8:  “From Stage to Screen:  Oliver!” at Gorton, 4 p.m.; 
Take your family to see Annie on Citadel’s stage and then 
come to Gorton for Oliver!, winner of six Academy Awards, 
including Best Picture and Best Director; gortoncenter.org. 
12:  “Charlie Brown Christmas Jazz with the Chris White 
Trio” at Gorton; 7:30 p.m. Enjoy the live holiday music of 
Vince Guaraldi, better known as the “Peanuts Composer” in 
the John & Nancy Hughes Theater; gortoncenter.org.  
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220 East Deerpath

Lake Forest, Illinois 60045

Mayor
George A. Pandaleon 
847.373.9857 (cell)
pandaleong@cityoflakeforest.
com

City Manager
Jason C. Wicha 
847.810.3675 (business) 
wichaj@cityoflakeforest.com

1st Ward Aldermen
Prue Beidler 
847.234.3277 (home) 
847.309.9765 (cell) 
beidlerp@cityoflakeforest.com

James (“Jed”) E. Morris  
224.330.9593 (cell) 
morrisj@cityoflakeforest.com

2nd Ward Aldermen
Edward (“Ted”) U. Notz, Jr. 
847.830.6689 (cell) 
notze@cityoflakeforest.com

Melanie K. Rummel 
847.514.7909 (cell) 
rummelm@cityoflakeforest.
com

3rd Ward Aldermen
Jim Preschlack 
847.234.1950 (home) 
preschlack@cityoflakeforest.
com 

Ara Goshgarian 
847.494.8766 (cell) 
goshgariana@cityoflakeforest.
com

4th Ward Aldermen 
Michelle Moreno 
847.615.8832 (home) 
morenom@cityoflakeforest.
com

Raymond P. Buschmann 
847.615.2572 (home) 
buschmannr@cityoflakeforest.
com

Call 847.234.2600 
for all City Departments
Postage-free mail to all City 
departments and City officials 
can be deposited in the white 
drop boxes on Bank Lane north of 
Westminster and in the Telegraph 
Road Train Station parking lot.

City Hall
220 East Deerpath 
Open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday–Friday

Municipal Services Center
800 North Field Drive 
Open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,  
Monday–Friday

Cemetery
1525 N. Lake Road
Open 8 a.m.-8 p.m.,
May-September; 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., October to April

Cemetery Gate House
520 Spruce Avenue
Call 847.615.4341 for appointment

Public Safety Building
(Police and Fire Departments) 
255 West Deerpath 
Call 911 for all emergencies 
Lobby Hours: 
8 a.m.-6 p.m., Monday-Saturday

Compost/Recycling Center
1381 W. Kennedy Road (located at 
the south side of Rte. 60, west of 
Waukegan Road) 

Winter Hours:   
Saturdays, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

 
 

Cable Television
Comcast Xfinity:
City-17:  City Meetings 
TV-19:  Public Access & other local 
programming

A T & T U-Verse:  
Channel 99, Scroll to “Lake Forest”

City Council meetings are broad-
cast live on City-17 at 6:30 p.m. on 
the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each 
month.  City Council and other 
meetings aired on City-17 can be 
viewed live at lftv.org.  Archived 
City meeting videos are posted 
online at youtube.com/EnjoyLake-
Forest.  DVDs of televised City 
meetings are available at Lake 

KEEP INFORMED                      CityofLakeForest.com
Residents are encouraged to attend all public meetings, held at City Hall unless otherwise noted. Dates, times 
and locations are subject to change. Please check the website for updates.

City Council Meetings, 6:30 p.m.: 12/2, 1/21 
(immediately following the Finance Committee meeting 
beginning at 6:30 p.m.), 2/3 and 2/18 .  

Building Review Board Meetings, 6:30 p.m.:  12/4, 
TBD and 2/5 at the Municipal Services Building. 
        

        Plan Commission Meetings, 6:30 p.m.:  12/11,   	
        1/8 and 2/12.        

        

        Historic Preservation Commission Meetings, 	
       6:30 p.m.: TBD, 1/22 and 2/26.
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